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Copyright Questions & Answers

Does everyone have to request permission before making copies or reusing publications—including pastors,
Sunday school teachers, choir directors, and individual church members?

Yes. Copyright law states that individuals or groups wishing to reproduce, distribute, display, perform or adapt a copyrighted work in
any way must first obtain permission from the copyright owner. Churches, schools, and other non-profit organizations are
not exempt. By law, a copyright owner has exclusive rights to the work they created.

Does our church need to ask permission to photocopy or reuse items from Hymnal: A Worship Book*, Sing the
Journey, other songbooks, Sunday school curriculum, Leader magazine, or any congregational resources which
we have purchased?

Yes. All these materials are copyrighted, and there are restrictions guiding how they may be copied or distributed. The same law
applies to all publications, including those that are out of print—rights to these materials remain with the copyright owner.

Generally you must either purchase extra copies or ask permission each time you wish to copy or reuse any portions of them, unless
special permission is noted or the usage is covered under “fair use” guidelines. Since copyright regulations are comple, it's safest to
ask for permission.

(* Hymnal: A Worship Book grants use of works copyrighted by Mennonite and Brethren publishers to Mennonite and Brethren con-
gregations on p. 862. It should be noted that this does not cover works copyrighted by other publishers or authors included in HAWB.)

How may we receive permission to make copies or reuse materials?

To request permission for works copyrighted by Mennonite Publishing House/Network, Faith & Life Resources, and Herald Press—
or for help with any permissions questions—please contact Joshua Byler, 724-887-8500 ext. 221; fax: 724-887-3111; email
jbyler@mph.org.

What about hymns or songs—or other materials—that are not copyrighted by MPN?

Check the copyright notice and contact the correct party. In the case of hymns or songs, refer to the “Index of Copyright
Holders" located in the back of each hymnal. Before you use a work in any form, you must obtain permission from the correct copy-
right owner of the material—whether it is copyrighted by MPN or by another publisher or author. Even if you have a license to a
music service such as CCLI, please be aware that it may not cover the material you wish to copy or reuse.

What information is needed to receive permission?

When seeking permission, please note the following information:
e the exact material you wish to use, including the title of the book or song, the author, and the page(s) that will be used.
¢ how you plan to use the material (photocopies, overhead display, etc.).
¢ the number of copies to be made.

e the distribution method: will copies be sold or given away free?

the projected price, if anything is to be sold. PLEASE POST ‘

Thank you for helping us by obeying copyright law! ~ hext to your copier
www.mph.org




