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Chapter 1

Chapter 10

Disillusioned

Is There Hope beyond the
Reckoning?

1. As you look around the world of Christian faith as it is expressed
today, do you believe it needs a “reckoning”? Why or why not?
2. Stephen Mattson describes his visceral reaction to the events of September 11, 2001 (pp. 16–17), and discusses how these reactions did
not reflect the character of Jesus. Do you remember your reaction to
the attacks of September 11? When have your actions not matched
your words or beliefs?
3. How do you differentiate the religion of Christianity (which Christopher Hitchens and many others would refer to as a human-made
construct) from the act of following Jesus (pp. 20–21)?
4. When have you hidden behind Christian activities in the name
of following Christ? What is the difference between being active
in Christian extracurriculars and following Jesus? What makes it
harder to do the latter?
5. Have you ever had times of disappointment when you prayed, read
your Bible, worshiped, or did other spiritual activities and still didn’t
feel or experience God’s presence? How did you maintain your faith?
(See p. 30.)

notes:

1. For Christians, “the old has gone, the new is here” (2 Corinthians
5:17 NIV). What accounts for the mix of behaviors and intentions—
some good, some sinful—in someone who follows Christ? How are
you a mix of the “old” (sinful nature) and “new” (the nature that has
been transformed by Christ)?
2. What steps can you take to listen to the voices of people on the
margins of Christendom? How might you begin incorporating other
viewpoints into your theological perspective?
3. Reflect on how reading The Great Reckoning has affected you. What
concerns linger with you as you finish the book?
4. How can you turn your concerns into both prayer and action?

notes:

Chapter 9

Chapter 2

The Christian Virtue of Change

Sins of the Church

1. How have you seen your theology or practices of Christian faith
evolve over time? How did the believers in your life respond?
2. Do you agree or disagree with Gregory Boyd’s description of dogma
versus doctrine versus opinion? (See diagram on p. 165.) In what
ways does this illustration, with Christ at the center, help distinguish the theological areas with which you should and shouldn’t
concern yourself?
3. Can you think of an example of a doctrine or opinion that you or
others have mistaken for dogma? How does this differentiation help
you cope when you encounter someone who has changed their opinion on a topic related to Christian faith?
4. As you look back on your faith life, what pastors, leaders, or theologians have influenced your beliefs about Christian doctrine the
most? What is it about this person’s witness that influenced you?

1. How have you experienced confession in your life? Have you ever
held yourself accountable, or have others you know ever held themselves accountable, to someone else for sins committed?
2. Why do you think the church has backed away from the sacrament
of confession? What would it take to bring it back in a healthy way?
3. After reading this chapter, do you believe you have participated in
racist structures, either knowingly or unknowingly? To what extent
have you witnessed or experienced or participated in the xenophobic, institutionalized racism Mattson describes (pp. 43–49)? How
has your community addressed these issues? Your church?
4. Of the sins mentioned in this chapter, which one struck the loudest
chord with you? Reflect on that sin. What can you do to repent of
that sin and to begin taking steps to make it right?

notes:

notes:

Chapter 3

Chapter 8

When Christianity Hurts

Christian Witness in a
Disillusioned Age

1. Have you ever been betrayed by someone professing to faith or by
an institutional church? What happened? How did it cloud your
experience of church? How did you overcome the hurt?
2. Mattson believes that the white Christian church is privileged in
ways that are mostly unacknowledged (pp. 68–71). In what ways
have you been awakened to similar ideas? How have the benefits of
privilege—or lack thereof—affected your life and faith?
3. What Scripture passages have been used to coerce or corral people of faith into giving more, praying more, serving more, and the
like? How might we interpret those passages through the lens of
Christ’s life?
4. Have you ever been put in a position of defending God’s actions (p.
76)? What was the result?
5. Are you able to be authentic in your doubts when you talk to God?
To believers? To nonbelievers? How can you begin to be more truthful about the reality of your faith journey with yourself and others?

notes:

1. What Christian symbols have you used over the years to distinguish
yourself as a person of faith? Did anything positive come from these
wordless declarations?
2. Do you find it difficult to talk with others about your faith? What
tools or ideas have made this process easier for you? Reflect on
your commitment to the great commission, described in Matthew
28:19-20.
3. How much do you personally struggle with faith? Does God still
speak to individuals today?
4. Mattson describes a fear in our culture of admitting the miraculous.
Is this true in your experience? Have you experienced something you
could not explain away as a natural occurrence?
5. Would a stranger be able to tell that you are a follower of Christ?
What do you regularly do that indicates your faith?

notes:

Chapter 7

Chapter 4

Citizens of Another Country

Great Expectations

1. How have you reconciled differences between personal beliefs you
may have and the laws of the country in which you live?
2. Do you generally believe the words and actions of your government
leaders, and that they have your best interests at heart? Why or
why not?
3. Is it possible for someone to work in a government role and also
follow Christ? Why or why not?
4. What conditions have led to “the paradox of politics” that Mattson
describes on page 142? What practical steps can you take this week
to begin living as Jesus did?

1. What spoken or unspoken expectations did you have when you
first accepted Christ or joined a church community? In what
ways have those expectations been met? In what ways have you
been disappointed?
2. Why do some churches appear to be more invested in branding
themselves in a positive light than in emphasizing Christ’s call to
believers to deny ourselves, take up the cross, and follow Jesus (see
Matthew 16:24)?
3. Do you believe that the United States is a Christian society? Canada?
Other countries? Why or why not?
4. What would valuing the person of Jesus rather than religion look
like in your life?
5. Are you hopeful for the future of the Christian faith? Why or
why not?

notes:

notes:

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Why the Image of God Matters

How to Avoid Following Jesus

1. Mattson ponders what his life would be like if he had been born
in Somalia rather than the United States (p. 98). What advantages
or disadvantages have you experienced because of your family and
country of origin?
2. How do you refer to the unbelievers in your life? How do these
thoughts affect how you treat them? Do you befriend unbelieving
neighbors because it’s the right thing to do or because you view them
as “projects”? How did Christ approach unbelievers?
3. What experiences in your life have caused you to question your
faith? How did you handle it?
4. Do you believe that you chose God or that God chose you? What
experiences and Scriptures can you cite to back up this belief?
5. Mattson tells us to “humbly recognize the validity of others’ spiritual journeys” (p. 101). Do you agree or disagree with this assertion?
Can we trust that God can work in their lives even if their spiritual
experiences differ from ours?
6. What spiritual traditions or streams of influence have influenced
you? What practical steps can you take today to take into consideration other spiritual worldviews? Do you feel threatened by this
idea? Why or why not?
7. Picture a person or people group you define as an enemy. Ask God to
help you see this person or group as made in God’s image and with
unsurpassable worth.
8. Do you feel loved by God? How often do you reflect on the fact
that you are created in God’s image? How does your view of God’s
impression of you affect how you live your life?
9. How can you begin to reach out of your comfort zone to embrace
people who differ from you in worldview, beliefs, or practices?

1. In what ways has our culture influenced the church rather than the
other way around?
2. Did you have to give up anything to follow Christ? If so, what was
it? How has following Christ been challenging for you?
3. Do you agree or disagree with Mattson’s assertion that Christians
who carry guns “don’t trust that God is able to protect them” (p.
121)? What is your stance on gun use and gun control, especially
for Christians?
4. Have you cultivated a “culture of death” in your life? (See pp.119–
24.) How can you keep Christ central with regard to your response
to guns, war, and the death penalty?
5. In what ways have you or others in your life followed Jesus by caring for the “least of these”? (See Matthew 25.) What practical steps
can you take toward caring for people in need?
6. Mattson cites Hebrews 1:3, which says that Jesus is the “exact
imprint of [God’s] nature.” Reflect on what this passages tells us
about the character of God. What are the implications of this passage for we who claim to follow Jesus?
7. Where have you witnessed members of Christendom sabotaged by
a loveless theology? In contrast, how have you seen the beauty of
God’s love expressed by members of the Christian faith in practical ways?

notes:

notes:

